ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
The unprecedented growth in new technologies that can be used in teaching and learning has brought remarkable changes in the quality of teaching and learning in recent years. As the teacher plays the major role in the beliefs tended to enact student-centred curricula despite technological, administrative, or assessment barriers. Sreekala, Marie, and Arulthirumurugan (2015) conducted a study on understanding the perceptions of master students of education on using Blended Learning method in teaching. This study proposed a paradigm shift by adopting blended learning approach by using facebook as the online learning platform and discussed different ways of blending online learning with face-to-face instruction in higher education institutions. The results of the study showed that students exhibited positive perception after using blended learning method. 
Stating the Present Study
The present study aims to examine the perceptions of student teachers towards blended learning programme before and after exposing them to the designed experiment. The study also intended to understand, if they could improve their perceptions after the exposure to the designed experiment. The perception was thus assessed twice, before, and after the experiment. The purpose of the initial assessment of perception was to understand their attitude towards integrating technology in education with no training. The student teachers were then exposed to the designed blended learning programme. The assessment was again made after the experiment. 
Methodology

Assessing Perception of Blended Learning
The students were asked to rate their perception by using 
Teaching Learning Platform
EDMODO (an open access learning management system) was used as the teaching learning platform for the implementation of blended learning programme. It is a free and safe platform for teachers and students to connect and work together. This platform enables teacher to conveniently blend different learning activities using constructivist practices. Teacher and students can continue their discussions, respond to the posts frequently, update information on assignments and events, create online quizzes, and receive award badges for their performance and progress. This medium is interactive, teacher, and students can leave comments, ask questions, and find out information upload and download photos and videos related to the content. The traditional teaching methods were also integrated on this platform.
Sample
An intact class of 29 student teachers of a college of education in Puducherry state of India formed the sample size for this study. Purposive sampling technique was employed in selecting the college of teacher education.
Design of the Experiment
The quasi experimental approach is used for designing the blended learning experiment. An Intact group was selected as the experimental group rather than random assignment for the participants, since assigning participants randomly to the groups would have disturbed the routine class schedule.
Objectives of the Study
To study the perception of student teachers towards To find out the predictors of the overall satisfaction of student teachers on blending technologies.
Hypotheses Tested in the Study
There will be a significant difference in the pre-test and post-test scores of student teachers in experimental 
Descriptive Analysis
The mean and standard deviation scores of the respondents on all the dimensions of perceptions of technology integration both over the pre-test and the post-test are presented in Table 1 .
The mean values presented in Table 1 shows an increase in the perception levels of student teachers from pre-test to post -test after an exposure to the experiment.
Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test of Variable Perception for Experimental Group
The Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test is a non-parametric test used to find the significance of difference between pre- In this test the scores obtained from two groups are ranked. Two different rank scores are obtained in this test and they are negative score differences and positive score differences. The test statistic 't' is the smaller of two sums and the difference scores of 0 are rejected since a rank cannot be assigned.
Statistical Analysis
Hypothesis 1
The following hypothesis was formulated to find the significant difference between pretest and posttest perception scores of experimental group.
H1: There will be a significant difference in the pretest and posttest scores of student teachers in experimental group in their perception about Blended Learning Programme. which means for all of them levels of perception raised from pre-tests to post test and as the p value in Table 3 indicates, this increase is significant. It can also be noted 
The Test statistics results of Perception scores of
Experimental group is presented in Table 4 .
The test statistic (Z) values are (3.887), (4.286), (3.918), (4.625), (4.642), and (4.673) with respect to dimensions general, interactivity, knowledge creation, course content, technology benefit, and overall satisfaction and associated probability value for each dimension is less than (0.05). Hence, there is a statistical evidence that the scores of the students for various dimensions are effectively improved in the post test as compared to the pre-test significantly. Therefore the null hypothesis is rejected.
A Graphical representation of the perceptions scores of experimental group is presented in Figure 3 .
Factors Predicting the Perception of an Overall
Satisfaction of using Blended Learning
Linear Regression was employed in order to understand the predictive capacity of independent variables on the perception of an overall satisfaction of using Blended
Learning. The results from regression are presented in Figure 4 .
Limitations and Suggestions for Future Research
This study was conducted on a small sample of 29 students drawn from a teacher education college in ). Finally, blended learning programme will only be successful whenever it is based on a pedagogical concept. The blended learning programme designed for this study improved the student teachers' perception towards blended learning approach probably since it combines self-paced learning, live online learning, and face-to-face classroom learning effectively.
Discussion and Implications
Conclusions
One major goal of the present study was to identify better ways of preparing preservice teachers ready for a classroom blending technology with face to face learning. Based on the results of this study, it appears that more attention needs to be given to the teacher perceptions about blending technology during preservice education. For instance, in this study the only factor that the student teachers perceived to be contributing towards their satisfaction of blended learning was technology benefits, though all other factors were significantly improved after a training, they were not predictors of their overall satisfaction. This probably is due to a belief among teachers that blended learning is useful mainly as a technology benefit, or it helps in using more and more technology in classrooms. They may also tend be believing that technology cannot help in knowledge creation and content knowledge. There were respondents who had negative ranks in the perception 
